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¥ Osseo Evangelical Lutheran Church ¥ 

2016 

Start the new year by dedicating 
yourself to serve the church. There are 
so many opportunities at OELC! 

The Lenten Worship Schedule for Osseo Evangelical is as follows :  
  

 February 10  Pastor Bryan with Ashes, Lenten Medallions,  
   & Holy Communion  
 

 February 17 Pastor Kermit Solem (Mondovi)  
   Isaiah Prophesies  
 

 February 24   Pastor Terry Lorenz  (Elk Creek/Indee)  
   Prophesy of Zechariah  
 

 March 2 Pastor Tobiason (Chimney Rock) 
   The Magnificat  
 

 March 9 Pastor Bob Castro (Eleva)     
   Song of Hannah 
 

 March 16 Pastor Dave Christianson (Upper Pigeon) 
   Song of Simeon 
 

 March 24 Maundy Thursday - Pastor Hosmann  
   with 1 st Communion & Absolution  
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WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR STORY!  

As our pastoral transition continues, we are currently in the process of seeking 
information that will assist our transition team in compiling our Ministry Site Profile 

(MSP). The MSP is the packet of information that is given to the Northwest Synod and later to pastors who 
may be interested in serving OELC. 

Some of the information that we need in order to give the most accurate description of our congregation can 
only come from our leaders and members. That is why the Church Council has enlisted the services of Holy 
Cow Consulting. Over the years Holy Cow has developed an excellent tool to help congregations plan their 
future.   

The tool that we are using to collect this information is called the Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT), 
which will provide key indicators of our congregational health along with areas of challenge and potential 
growth. It will help us to collect and understand the range of views that exist at OELC and the possibilities, 
willingness, capacity and energy for moving our ministry into the future.  Your participation in this process is 
essential if we are to provide a clear picture of who we are as a church and what directions are most 
important for our future. 

If the church office has your current email address, you have already received information about this process 
along with a link to the CAT.  This link is also available on our website. And for those who do not have 
computer access, or simply like the feel of paper and pencil, you can obtain a paper copy of the CAT in the 
church office.  

NOTE:  If there is only one email address for all members of your household, it may be tempting to have one 
person take the survey on behalf of the family.  However, please be sure your spouse and all young adults (16 years 
and older) living in your home have an opportunity to complete the survey. INDIVIDUAL INPUT is key to our 
gaining insight into overall perceptions and experiences.  

Please set aside enough time to answer all the questions in one session. This will take about 20-30 
minutes. All survey responses are strictly anonymous.  

Thank you for your willingness to be a part of this congregational assessment and for helping to build the 
future of OELC. And please encourage other members of the congregation to take part in this important 
process. 

The CAT will close on February 8th. 

If you have questions, please contact the church office at (715) 597-3213 or oelc@triwest.net. 
 
Your brothers in Christ, 
Tom Bryan and John Hosmann - Interim pastors 
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ASP Youth 2016 
Alex Watenphul  Tommy Fischer  Trevor Fischer 
Ehtan Dahl  Kameara Tiller  Nicholas Johnson 
Janessa Boudreau Holly Groell  Lucas Bowerman 
Colin Sumner  Elli Larson  Alyssa Hagberg 
Kendra Hasz  Wyatt Holmen  Caroline Tietjens 
Mattie Kempf  Andrea Kubishak Lilyann Bohlinger 

Michael Orth  Tia Nelson  Levi Nelson 
Nicholas Barka  Trysten Baribeau Mitchell Macik  

C-YA Youth 

 The regular meeting times of C-YA youth group 
ð the first and third Sundays of the month will be 
changed due to the High School play practicing times.  
Pastor Les will notify students on events and times 
coming up in the next several months. 
 
Bring your Appetites 
 On Super Bowl Sunday February 7th the C-YA 
youth will be selling delicious homemade sub 
sandwiches, fresh chicken noodle soup and chocolate 
football cakes.  Pre-orders will be taken, but there will 
be extra if you forgot to order or need a few extra.  
Subs, soup and cakes will sell for $6 a piece or you can 
get the family plan where you get 2 subs, quart of 
chicken soup and a football cake for only $20.  Order 
slips are on the next page or you can call Molly at the 
church office and order. (715-597-3213) 
All proceeds will help fund the ASP mission trip in June. 

C-YA youth group  
 
Get Together Spaghetti Dinner 
 On Sunday, Feb 21 the C-YA youth group will be 
sponsoring a Spaghetti Dinner to all High School students and 
participants in the High School Play.  The Dinner will be held at 
the UCC youth room starting at 5:30 PM.  Play practice ends at 
5:30 that day and all participants will be invited to come to the 
youth room for spaghetti and to use the carpet ball and other 
games.  The spaghetti dinner is free of charge. 
 
   
Heart for Youth Ministries 
 Our Middle School and Senior High youth groups will be 
selling large, heart-shaped valentine cookies on Valentines day 
Sunday, February 14th after church.  These 
cookies will be homemade and 
personally decorated by our youth.  A 
dozen of these delicious large decorated cookies 
will sell for only $5 !!!  All proceeds from the cookie 
sale will be used for the ASP mission project in June and 
youth going to bible camp this summer.  No preordering just 
come and purchase after the worship services.  A big thank you 
goes to Kris Boeckmann-Morrissey for baking and donating all our 
delicious heart shape cookies!!! 
 
C-YA Youth Community Calendars 
If you have not picked up your community Calendar or would still 
like to purchase one, please see Molly at the Lutheran Church or 
Kari at the UCC Church.  Cost is $6. 

From Pastor Les... 
     Starting Over 
 I bet many of you have made New Yearõs 
resolutions.  Are you still keeping them??  I hope one of 
them was to be in worship each week.  Lots of us make 
resolutions to lose the weight we have gained between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, or we are going to join a 
health club or run 5 miles a day.  From joke writer Ed 
McManus comes these comforting words: òDonõt worry 
about keeping those 2016 New Yearõs resolutions,ó he 
says.  òYou only have to deal with them until the end of 
February and then you can give them up for Lent.ó 
 Resolutions are good, especially if there are 
changes we need to make in our lives.  I like a list of 
resolutions prepared by Rev. Walter Schredor.  He calls 
them ò7-UPSó for the New Year.  No this has nothing to 
do with the soft drink.  These 7-UPS fall under the 
heading of attitudes and actions.  The first is WAKE UP 
ð Begin the day with the Lord.  It is His day.  Rejoice in 
it.  The second is DRESS-UP ð Put on a smile.  It 
improves your looks.  It says something about your 
attitude.  The third is SHUT-UP ð Watch your tongue.  
Don't gossip.  Say nice things.  Learn to listen.  The 
fourth is STAND-UP ð Take a stand for what you 
believe.  Resist evil.  Do good.  Five, LOOK-UP ð Open 
your eyes to the Lord.  After all, He is your Savior.  Six, 
REACH-UP ð Spend time in prayer with adorations, 
confessions, thanksgivings and supplications to the Lord.  
And finally LIFT-UP ð Be available to help those in need 
ð serving, supporting, and sharing. 
 Have a great 2016!!!!  See you in church. 
Pastor Les 
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Malawi Famine Relief Efforts 

Our companion synod in Malawi (ELCM) is currently 
experiencing a famine due to the severe flooding that occurred 
earlier in 2015.  Because of the famine, an estimated 2.8 million 
people in the "Warm Heart of Africa" are currently facing 
starvation.  Unfortunately, the situation will only get worse.  The 
need for food and resources is critical during the peak of the 
famine (November 2015 - March 2016).  Please consider joining 
the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin in our relief efforts to reduce 
hunger and starvation.  Monetary gifts will be sent directly to 
Malawi's food ministries.  Thank you!  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!   

 

What OELC members can do...We are trying to have all baptized 
members donate $15 each. During the Christmas season, we 
strung ornaments and bells with names of the people who have 
donated. We are still taking donations and will come up with 
another way to recognize those who give. 

 

Malawi Hunger Relief 
$130.00-Harvest Supper Soup Bowl 
$50.00-Offering Gift 
$2,000.00-Harvest Supper Council Designation 
$245.00-Advent Offering 11/29 
$515.00-Advent Offering 12/6 
$555.00-Advent Offering 12/13 
$510.00-Advent Offering 12/20 
$113.00-Christmas Offering  
$491.00-Porkchop Lunch Fundraiser 1/10 
$20.00-Offering 1/17/2016 
$75.00-Offering 1/24/2016 
Grand Total = $4,704.00 

C - YA & 

Friends  

 

Vs.  

 

t.g.i.f & 

friends  

This year our Senior High youth group (C-YA) 
and our Middle School youth group (T.G.I.F.) 
will be paring off for the òSuper Bowl of 
Caringó competition.  Each with friends have 
been asked to bring non-perishable food items 
to set on the display tables at church. After 
worship on Sunday, February 7th the items will 
be counted with the losers serving the winners 
strawberry ice cream sundaes after worship at 
a later date.  So fill up a bag of non-perishable 
food items and get them on the youth group 
table of your choice. 
All food items will be donated to the Tri-
County Food Pantry.  The youth will also be 
standing at the end of the February 7th 
worship service with soup kettles to take a 
cash donation, which will also go to the Tri-
County Food Pantry. 

5 


