
OSSEO  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

February 8, 2017 

I  The REGULAR MEETING  OF THE OELC COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER by President Betty Ward at 7:01PM 

on Wednesday, February 8, 2017.  Members present were:  Betty Ward, Traci Loonstra, Jody Groell, Dave 

Lundberg, John Haugen, Maria Paulus, Carol Dodge, Erin Everson, Thea Vojtik, and Caroline Tietjens.  Members 

absent were:  Brett Jensen and Mary Jo Halverson.  Church Staff present were:  Pastor Terry Lorenz, Molly 

Vold, Deanna Klindworth, Les Munnik, and Jim Newman.   

II  DEVOTIONS were led by Betty Ward__________________________________________________________ 

III  TOPIC OF THE DAY________________________________________________________________________ 

Matt Nelson was present to address OELC’s insurance policies and an insurance issue regarding insuring the 

vans for the ASP trip to Kentucky.  As Matt reported, when Pastor Les was part of the UCC staff, the insurance 

for the van was under the UCC church insurance policy.  OELC’s current insurance policy with Acuity does not 

cover the vans for the ASP trip.  The insurance company, Church Mutual, is willing to insure, but has not 

provided a quote as yet. A representative from Church Mutual will be at OELC on Friday, February 10, 2017 to 

go through the buildings and look at the total insurance policy package OELC currently has through Acuity to 

draw up a proposed overall equivalent package including coverage on vehicles transporting people to various 

events such as the ASP trip.  A representative from Church Mutual is scheduled to report to the Council at the 

March Council meeting.   

IV  SECRETARY’S  REPORT:__________________________________________________________________ 

 Minutes from the January 11, 2017 Council meeting were reviewed.  Motion made by Maria Paulus 

and seconded by John Haugen to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 

 Minutes from the Sunday, January 29, 2017 Special Church Council Meeting to elect officers and from 

the Saturday, February 4, 2017  OELC Council/Staff Retreat were reviewed.  Motion made by John 

Haugen and seconded by Tracy Loonstra to accept the minutes. Motion carried. 

V  STAFF REPORTS:________________________________________________________________________ 

A  Parish Administrator’s Report:  No report 

B  Assistant Parish Administrator’s Report: 

Deanna Klindworth reviewed the month-end budget handouts and bills that were provided to Council 

members prior to the meeting.  Motion made to approve these financial reports and bills was made by Jody 

Groell; seconded by Maria Paulus.  Motion carried. 

C  Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Terry 

 Leak in men’s bathroom has been fixed by Andy Paulus.  Andy also did some plumbing repairs at the 

parsonage.   

 First Communion Class will be held the first four Sundays in March.  Pastor Terry and Vern Larson will 

be conducting these classes during the Sunday School time period. 

Families will be asked to contribute a $5 donation to help with the cost of the booklets for the First 

Communion Class.  To date, there are twenty children in the class.  An information letter will be going 

out to the families.  The First Communion for these children is scheduled for the First Sunday in April. 

 Staff job evaluations will begin on Thursday, February 9, 2017 and continue on Friday, February 10. 



 Molly Vold is working on the Employee Handbook. 

 Tracy Loonstra is developing a Vacation Request Form. 

 A Policy Handbook is being developed.  This will be a guiding document to reference.  The Handbook 

will be brought to the Council for approval. 

D  Youth and Family Ministries---Les 

 ASP/C-YA Fundraisers have been very successful.                                                                                                

Pork chop Dinner cleared $1,000; Super Bowl Sub Sunday cleared $500; Food Pantry Soup Kettle 

Collection brought in $332.                                                                                                                          

 Less presented and reviewed the C-YA/ASP Budget 

 Seventh Grade Confirmation class is going great. 

 C-YA met on Sunday, February 5 at Les’s home.  Topic was Talents and Sharing Talents 

 Les is taking two classes:  Theology and Lutheran Heritage 

 ASP Pizza Sale is now going on.  Pizza making days are Friday, March 3, 6:00-9:00 PM and Saturday, 

March 4, 8:00 AM-2:00PM with pizza pick-up from 3:00 PM- 6:00 PM. 

 New program has been formed for 55 year olds and over called the Friendship Club.  This group plans 

to meet 3-4 times a year with the possibility of a few bus trips as well.  First get together is on 

Thursday, February 16, 2017in the Fellowship Hall. Get together includes a dinner, entertainment, and 

games. 

 Reminder for purchasing Kwik Trip gas cards will be put in the bulletin. 

E  Music---Jim Newman:  A men’s chorus is being organized for ages 16 years and up. 

VI  COMMITTEE  REPORTS:_________________________________________________________________ 

A  Property Committee:  John Haugen 

 Update on the Parsonage Remodeling– Pastor Terry and family have been helping with the painting.  

Old carpet is out, new carpet has arrived. 

 Discussion on replacement and repair of parsonage windows and possible flooring in the basement. 

 Discussion on financial options for funding the remainder of the Parsonage Remodeling Project.   

 Discussion on the use of funds that are still available and previously approved by past Council when 

funds for the Endowment were transferred to ELCA to be used by the Church. 

 Motion made by Jodi Groell to order windows for the parsonage remodel using monies  from the 

Endowment Fund and repay to the Endowment Fund with proceeds from remodeling fundraisers. 

Motion seconded by Traci Loonstra.  Motion carried. 

 A committee will meet to brainstorm fundraising ideas to help with remodeling expenses.  

 Lorenz’s will be closing on the sale of their home in Strum on June 1, 2017. 

 Resource people are needed on Property Committee.  

B  WELCA:  Betty 

 Looking into getting a camera for security purposes so staff can see who is coming into the church 

D  Update Committee Descriptions: 

 Council members are to look through and update their respective Committee Descriptions. Submit the 

updated descriptions to Molly.   

E  Written Committee Reports at Council Meeting: Written reports are welcome. 



F  Committee Assignments:  Council members signed up for a Committee if they had not already done so.  

Council members also signed up for monthly devotions. 

VII  NEW BUSINESS:_________________________________________________________________________ 

A  Lighting for Choir Loft:   

 This lighting is only temporary.  It should only be used when the choir is using the loft. 

B  Easter Display: 

 Discussion on the possibility of creating an outside Easter display.  Council members are asked to think 

about this possibility. 

C  Organ Repairs --- Dan Newman 

 Dan and Jim Newman will be available on Sundays between services to discuss the organ repairs  

 Tentative cost to repair and restore the organ to its original condition is around $120,000.  This would 

be a one-time cost. 

 Will take three months to do the repairs which means the organ would not be in use for three months.  

Because of this, Dan suggested, if we do the repairs, they should be done during the summer months. 

 Organ repairs will be on the Council agenda for the March Council meeting for further discussion. 

VIII  OLD BUSINESS_________________________________________________________________________ 

A  Heating Concerns in Green Room and Elsewhere in the Church 

 This turns out not to be a heating problem, but rather a programming problem 

 Heating System in Green Room & Elsewhere is tabled to another Council meeting 

IX  MARCH COUNCIL MEETING:______________________________________________________________ 

Next Council meeting is set for Wednesday, March 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM.  Devotions will be led by Jody Groell. 

X  ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn without objection was made by Caroline Tietjens.  Meeting closed with 

the Lord’s Prayer. 


