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50351 Harmony Street 
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(715) 597-3213 

 

   Church Staff 
 

Pastor: Terry Lorenz 
pastorterrylorenz@tcc.coop 
715-533-8121 or 715-695-3524 
 

Associate Pastor:  
Dave Hoadley 
pastordavid@tcc.coop 
715-597-3213 
 

Parish Admin.: Molly Vold 
oelc@triwest.net 
 

Choir Director/Organist: 
Dan Newman 
newmandr4546@me.com 
 

Accompanist: Cathy Hoadley  
 

Custodians: 
Nikki & Carl Holmen 
Mia Nicolai 
 

Financial Assistants: 
Shirley Bagley & Betty Ward 

 

Sunday Schedule 
Worship Services:  

8:15 & 10:45am  
 

Sunday School:  
9:30am  

 
Wednesday Schedule: 

Confirmation 4:00pm 
Meal 5:00pm 

Worship 6:00pm 
Choir Practice 6:45pm 

 

Church Hours: 
8-4  -  Mon., Tues., Thurs. 

8-7  -  Wednesday 
8-Noon  -  Friday 
7-Noon  -  Sunday 
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April Showers Bring… 
An Abundance of May Events 

   It seems to me that the month of May has 
become the busiest of the year in many ways? It 
has always been a pivotal time of transition as, 
here in the Midwest, we stand on the threshold of 
summer which has its own rhyme, rhythm, and 
recreation. 
   Those who feel they have been held captive by 
the muted, prolonged winter days and soggy 
spring conditions feel liberated and given 
permission to get out of the house and “get the 
stink off you” as my mother used to put it. 
Those who farm head for the fields with seed & 
planters in tow. Those who garden stroll through 
greenhouses seeking inspiration for the 
possibilities that exist in six inches of soil, the gift 
of sunshine, and the fact that it rains with 
regularity. 
   Those who have reached the milestone of 
another year or another level of their more formal 
education are ready, more than ready in many 
cases, to denote their progress by taking part in 
various rituals. 
   And here within God’s church, which seeks to 
accompany and encourage His people as they 
traverse the distance between birth and death, we 
sometimes have a hard time keeping up in the 
month of May. 
   We ask your forgiveness for juggling, amending, 
or otherwise changing the 
church schedule as we try 
to keep up with the many 
ways in which we all seek 
to celebrate the abundant 
life that God gives to His 
people. 

 

From OELC

 
Pastor Terry’s

   So declares the author of the 148th psalm, the 
third one from the end of the book, and so were my 
thoughts as I crept along County Road O while 
being escorted by dancing wild turkeys. But 
perhaps I should back up a bit. 
   I like polka music for a variety of reasons, one of 
them being that it is just not easy to be in a bad 
mood while listening to a polka. It is probably not 
an accident that there is no music genre known as 
the polka blues or that there are no polka dirges. 
   On the early morning in question, I was on my 
way to the church when I rounded the corner 
heading up the hill and was met by a single file line 
of wild turkeys crossing perpendicular to the path 
of traffic. I slowed down enough to allow plenty of 
time for all to clear the car’s trajectory but one 
particular turkey (I’ll call him Lonnie), who was 
about halfway down the line, decided to break off 
and form a second column of turkeys who along 
with the first column were now running parallel to 
my car. 
   This is precisely the moment at which I began my 
story about how all of God’s creation is called to 
praise His name. Now imagine if you will 
- driving down the road at just the right speed 
- escorted on both sides by turkeys running in their 
own awkward manner and cadence 

- and polka music played at just the right tempo 
   I’m telling you, I bore witness to one part of God’s 
creation dancing a polka of praise in perfect time 
as they accompanied me on my journey - if only for 
a few brief moments. 
The psalmist concludes: 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name 
alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and 
heaven. 
 

 
Pastor Terry Lorenz 715-533-8121 pastorterrylorenz@tcc.coop
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“Let them praise the name of 
the Lord, for he commanded 
and they were created. Wild 
animals and all cattle, 
creeping things and flying 
birds!” 
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In order to meet the deadline, I’m writing this on Good Friday. Last night 65 
people participated in the Passover seder meal in Fellowship Hall, enjoying 
food and fellowship while hearing the history of Passover and its meaning 
to Jews throughout the ages. Since the Last Supper was a Passover seder 
with Jesus and his disciples, I found it a poignant reminder that Jewish 
history is our history as Christians as well. 
 

Sadly, there seems to be an increase in anti-Semitism in this country. An area ELCA pastor 
lamented a recent group visit to Temple Israel in Minneapolis for the first time since the 
pandemic began. In previous years, the doors were open, and people could freely wander 
around. At the recent visit they found bulletproof glass in entrance windows and armed guards 
patrolling the grounds. According to the Anti-Defamation League, in the past month across the 
country there have been more than two dozen reported cases of verbal threats, vandalism, 
assaults, bomb threats, and at least one stabbing involving Jewish people and properties.  
 
Even more disturbing is how many of these acts are committed by people who consider 
themselves Christian. In his later years, Martin Luther wrote more than one anti-Jewish essay, 
but one issued in 1543 was particularly hateful. Luther’s fame led certain readers of these rants 
to destroy Jewish homes and synagogues, burn Jewish books, and work to deport Jews under 
the guise of “protecting” the Christian society. In the 20th century, several Nazis charged with 
war crimes cited Luther’s anti-Semitic writings as influencing their actions. 
 
There’s long been a segment of the Christian church that has called Jews “Christ-killers” 
because, in their minds, the Jews of Jesus’ time were responsible for the crucifixion. What is 
overlooked is that Jesus was a Jew of Jesus’ time, as were his parents, his twelve disciples and 
most of the other followers. It’s true that groups of religious leaders pushed the Roman 
authorities to put Jesus to death, but those leaders hardly represented the Jewish population of 
that day. Just as Pastor Terry and I, or Bishop Skow-Anderson, or Presiding Bishop Eaton don’t 
speak for all Lutherans or even all OELC members, the Pharisees and Sadducees and other 
religious leaders of first-century Palestine should be distinguished from the whole of the Jewish 
people. 
 
The Jewish calendar has about 15 times of celebration or commemorations each year, lasting 
from one to eight days. Probably the most meaningful are the High Holy Days of Rosh 
Hashanah—the New Year, which begins September 26 on this year’s Gregorian calendar—and 
Yom Kippur, the solemn Day of Atonement on October 5. I hope we pray for our brothers and 
sisters of all faiths every day, but I especially encourage prayers for peace and safety for Jews 
now and as those dates arrive. 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Dave 
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  Getting rid of ‘all the crap’ 

 

And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  -Luke 12 
 

The father of small children was commiserating about how hard it is to keep the house 
clean with energetic, active, creative kids at home.  
 

“What really gets to me about cleaning the house,” he said, “is all the crap.” 
 

Crap. Not just the toys and stuffed animals that overflow from toy bins, under beds and 
closets. The adult stuff, too – the gadgets crowding the kitchen, the cleaning products 
jammed under the sink, the stuff crammed in the medicine cabinet, the yard junk all over 
the lawn, and on and on.  
 

The crap factor comes to mind in Jesus' parable of “the rich fool” in Luke 12:17-20. The fool 
has so much stuff, he wants bigger barns to hold it all. The parable should strike a chord 
with us in America, where accumulation is such a big problem that self-storage (our ”bigger 
barns”) is booming business. 
 

A man of few possessions, Jesus kept everything simple. He must have known how hard it is 
to focus on godly living when are lives are cluttered with stuff. Of course, Jesus’ parable 
talks about possessions, but the same principle applies to the mind and heart’s clutter of 
ideas, loyalties and desires that distract us from God. 
 

How cluttered is your house? Your mind? Your soul?  
 

For the month of May, consider a house cleaning to get rid of unneeded, unnecessary stuff. 
And prayerfully consider what “clutter” may be in your mind, heart and soul as well. What 
needs to be tossed out, recycled or donated in order that your house and your spirit can 
focus on what’s truly important? That is, the things of God. 
 

 --Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 
 
 

 

Amazon Smile 
Do you like to order from Amazon? Now 
your order can also help support our 
mission at no extra cost to you. Any 
order on smile.Amazon.com will 
generate a 0.5% donation to OELC if you 
enter the church as your charity to 
support. Go to www.smile.amazon.com 
to sign-up today! 
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The Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th  

Tuesdays, 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 
 

Bring a sack lunch.  
Everyone is welcome. If school is 

canceled, so is quilting.  

 

 
The ladies of OELC meet for monthly bible study on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month. We use the bible 
study found in the Gather magazine. Copies of the 

magazine and study are available in the church 
office, or you can subscribe. Come join us as we 
study in word, prayer, and faith God’s holy Word 

and it’s meaning. All studies are held at OELC. 

 
Gatherings are on the first 
Wednesday of the month.  

All are welcome!   
For more information, call 

Lorna at 715-590-2159. 
 

The OELC Men’s Bible Study Group meets at the Norske Nook on the first Tuesday morning of 
the month. Please help spread the word that all are welcome to attend our monthly sessions. 
Any questions or concerns, please call Pastor Terry Lorenz at 715-533-8121, 715-695-3524, or 
call the church office. You may bring your own bible or use the handouts provided. 

 
 

Tuesday, May 3, 2022 – The Tender Jesus, “Jesus wept” 
reading: John 11:1-44 

 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 – The Triumphant Jesus, Jesus’ death 
reading: Luke 23:44-49 
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Reminders 
PRAYER LIST – please let us know if you would like to add a new person or 
remove a current person on our prayer list. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – All submissions are due on the 16th of every month.  
 

WHEN YOU HAVE CHANGES – Please let the church office know of changes to 
email address, mail/resident addresses, telephone numbers, job, college, 
graduations, etc. 
 

NORTHWEST SYNOD OF WISCONSIN WEBSITE: www.nwswi.org 
 

ELCA WEBSITE: www.elca.org  
 

OELC OFFICE HOURS: 
o 8 to 4  -  Mon., Tues., & Thurs. 
o 8 to 7  -  Wednesday (no worship, office closes at 4) 
o 8 to Noon  -  Friday 
o 7 to Noon  -  Sunday (when 1 service, office closes at 10:30) 

 



  
 
 
  

1 Chris Halvorson, Wyatt Ramseier, Jerrad 
Martinson, Krystal Martinson, LeAnn Lofdahl 

2 Sharon Nelson, Oliver Daffinson 
4   Kadance Wampole, Blake Johnson 
5   Pam Selz-Pralle, Raneau Myhre  
6   Clay Freitag 
7 Mary Solberg, Kayla Hulett 
8   Elizabeth Cuddy, Eleice Dahl, Stuart Dodge, 
 Bob Johnson 
9 Allie Daffinson, Lizzie Jacobson   
10  Sharon Steinke 
11  Sophia Scheffer, Delores Gabler 
12  Chuck Julson, Orlin Fremstad, Alexis Stibor 
13  Jack Vold, Marilyn Ives 
14  Mariah Steinke, Vivianne Hart 
15 Mary Sterry 
16 Mark Nix, Matthew Jensen, Jean Julson,  
 Sara Swenson, Kirsten Zimmerman,  
 Sharon Zimmerman  
17  Nancy Gunderson 
18  Andy Gunderson, Gloria Berg 
19  Niki Torpen, Brayden Hooker, Eilene Muenkel 
20  David Higley, Blake Moldenhauer 
21 Mark Diehl, Mark Kubishak 
22  Shannon Hasz, Traci Loonstra, Jennifer 
 Martinson, Brenna Seefeldt, Brody Seefeldt 
23  Miah Tankovich, Will Mazur 
24 Kasey Fremstad, Cody Severson, Mike Loken, 
 Pat Skoug 
25  Rosemary Twesme 
27 Megan Rogness 
28 Scott Swett, Braeden Metzler, Kaia Metzler, 
 Vern Larson 
29 Stephanie Higley 
30 Abby Groell, Tairyn Velie 
 

*If your birthday should be on this list & isn’t, 
please contact the church office. 

May 
Birthdays 
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Reprinting because we 
 still don’t have Spring! 

 
 

WELCA Notes 
Welcome Spring!  and  Greetings my WELCA friends! 
 

Some thoughts to share with you: 
 

 March is dreary, it makes me weary 
  SO-----Get a Faith Lift! 
 April is fine and so sublime 
  SO-----Exercise Daily, Walk with God! 
 May is fresh, ready to redress 
  SO------For extra strength and energy, 
   take vitamins, the best one for 
   Christians is B 1!  (Author unknown) 

And ----- we don’t change God’s message, His message 
changes us SO- share with your friends and invite them to 
our annual: 

Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, May 4 
Bring a salad to share!! 

Bring a friend! 
 

Program:   “What’s in Your Attic?” Pam Selz-Pralle 
  (Perhaps some Vintage Door Prizes) 
 

In closing I want to share a story.  We are still in Texas and 
the weather has finally improved!!  Yesterday Tom and I 
were fishing in the park on the shipping channel when 
two middle-aged women brought their dad over to fish.  
They were so kind and gentle with this 90-year-old man in 
a wheelchair whom they called “Daddy”. He fished all 
afternoon with a light pole and line.  As we were packing 
up to leave, I stopped to visit and noticed his line was taut 
as he struggled to slowly reel it in.  Minutes later we 
spotted a drum(fish) out in the water as he continued 
reeling.  Tom netted a 35” black drum for him. He was 
thrilled and his daughters overjoyed for their “Daddy.”  
Such an emotional experience for us “stoic” Norwegians 
who have such a hard time expressing our feelings!        
 
Sincerely,  

Rosemary 
 

Spring Cleaning Time!!! 
Think of OELC & the  

3rd Annual Fall Thrift Sale 
Any items you are thinking to donate to a 

thrift store? Consider saving for our sale!!! 
More info. to come… 



 
  

 

2022 SUNDAY SCHOOL 
5/8   —Last Day of Sunday School ~ 
ALL GRADES SINGING at 8:15 a.m. 

7 

CONFIRMATION!!! 

MAY 15TH  
10:45am 

 

2021-22 OELC Confirmation Class 
The following confirmands will be presented before the 
Osseo Evangelical Lutheran Church Council as having 
completed their confirmation instruction and 
requirements and therefore prepared to take part in the 
Rite of Affirmation of Baptism which will be held on 
Sunday, May 15 at the 10:45 a.m. service. 
 Teagan Bratsven  Zoey Guntner 
 Evan Hageness  Ty Hanson 
 Rosemary Hegland  Naomi Logterman 
 Noah Martinson  Will Mazur 
 Nick Morales   Drew Paulus 
 Orion Prudlick  Rylan Sieg 
 Drake Vojtik   Connor Wilkinson 
 Elizabeth Zimmerman 
 

  

Donations of feminine 
hygiene products are being 
accepted for distribution here 
at OELC, at Osseo-Fairchild 
Schools, and at the Tri 
County Food Pantry. Please 
place donations in the basket 
next to the OELC Pantry near 
the main office. Monetary 
donations can be dropped off 
in the church office; please 
indicate “hygiene products” 
with your gift. Thank you! 

 

OELC will host an inter-
faith baccalaureate 
service for graduating 
seniors and their 
families on Wednesday, 
May 4 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Students 
and families from any 
school district are 
welcome.  
 

 

It’s not too early to think about summer camp! 
Summer 2022 brochures for 

Luther Park Bible Camp 
in Chetek, WI are available in the Narthex. There are 
many opportunities for youth completing grades K 
through 11, plus a week-long family camp in August. 
Scholarships are available through the camp or from 
OELC. Contact Pastor Dave with any questions. 
 

2021-22 OELC Confirmation Class 
The following confirmands will be presented before the 
Osseo Evangelical Lutheran Church Council as having 
completed their confirmation instruction and requirements 
and therefore prepared to take part in the Rite of Affirmation 
of Baptism which will be held on Sunday, May 15 at the 
10:45 a.m. service. 

Teagan Bratsven  Zoey Guntner 
Evan Hageness  Ty Hanson 
Rosemary Hegland  Naomi Logterman 
Noah Martinson  Will Mazur 
Nick Morales   Drew Paulus 
Orion Prudlick  Rylan Sieg 
Drake Vojtik   Connor Wilkinson 
Elizabeth Zimmerman 

 

Wednesday  
Worship @ OELC 

Resumed April 20th with 

 Please join us for a meal at 5 p.m. followed by 
worship in the Chapel at 6 p.m. 

This six-week series on the parables of Jesus will 
take us through Wednesday, May 25 when we will 

break for the summer months. 
Schedule of Parables: 

May 4, The Wheat & Tares 
May 11, The Mustard Seed 

May 18, The Vineyard 
May 25, The Lost Sheep 

 

We congratulate the 2022 Senior class of OELC: 
 

   Spencer Anderson  Keyton Boettcher 
   Rylee Bratina   Garret Bratsven 
   Lacey Frase   Kevin Halvorson 
   Kaden Moseley   Chase Nelson 
   Shelby Pettis   Logan Smith 
   Nathan Stanek   Mariah Steinke 
   Della Vojtik   Ian Vold 
   Mac Waloway   Amara Wilkinson 

 

God’s blessings for your future! 
 



 
  

Profits from the cards will go into 
the Youth account, which is used 
for kids going to Luther Park Bible 
Camp or any TGIF activities.  They 
are available in the office. Thanks 
for helping support the Youth at 
OELC.  

General Operating Fund 
Income & Expense Report—Through April 29, 2022 

With Comparison to 2021 & Annual Budget 
 
Income  2022  2021 
All offerings  81,551  78,578 
Other Gen.  10,754  4,979 
   92,305  83,557 
       Annual 
Expenses  2022  2021  Budget  YTD % 
       Remaining 
Misc.   5,481  3,925   0  0 
 

Pastoral Staff  70,891  38,791  170,451  30% 
 

Non-Pastoral  25,379  27,931  57,084  31% 
Staff 
 

Worship & Music 599  2,770  2,901  17% 
 

Ministries   852  388  2,848  23% 
& Committees 
 

Church Property 20,306  14,834  23,994  46% 
 

Parsonage  2,807  2,821  5,693  33% 
 

Admin/Office  2,728  2,875  6,022  31% 
   129,043 94,335 
   (-36,738) (-10,778) 

SPONSORSHIPS 
  

OELC offers several opportunities to honor a loved one,  
commemorate a special occasion or celebrate a milestone. 

  

BULLETINS: You can sponsor a weekly worship service bulletin. There is one sponsorship available per 
week. The cost is $20. 
  

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you prefer altar flowers, there is one sponsorship per week. The cost is $25, or you 
may bring your own (2 vases) or order them yourself from Colby’s Florist. You may also increase your fee 
for special order flowers (more than carnations). 
  

SECURITY SYSTEM: You can sponsor the building’s security system each month for $25. 
  

NEWSLETTER: The Parish Visitor is also available to be sponsored. For 1/2 a month, it is $40 and for the 
entire month, it is $75. 
  

To sponsor any of the above, call the church office at 715-597-3213 or email at oelc@triwest.net. Payment 
can be made by check payable to “OELC” or online (still email to let me know what it is for). 

“Osseo Evangelical  
Lutheran Church” 

“oelc_osseo” 
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1. www.oelc.org/giving.html 
  

2. Simply Giving (see Molly  
in the church office) 

 

3. Text “OELC” to 73256  
& follow the prompts 

 

 4. Mail your offering envelope to: 

 OELC 
 50351 Harmony Street 
 Osseo, WI  54758 

Choose How 
You Watch Services... 
Livestream Options: 

1. OELC website  
www.oelc.org 

2. OELC Facebook Page 
“Osseo Evangelical  
Lutheran Church” 

3. YouTube Channel 
“Osseo Lutheran” 

3rd Saturday of the Month  
At Osseo Rural Fire Station 

behind Stockman’s 
10:00-11:00 am 

2nd Tuesday of the Month 
At Osseo Rural Fire Station behind Stockman’s 

3:00-4:30 PM 
It will be outdoor drive through if weather 

permits and drive through inside the  
fire station if weather is bad.   

Guests donate $22 for one share of food.  
Limit of 2 shares per car. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
Please come help at 1:30, if possible,  

or when you can get there. 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
If you would like to support our OELC Coffee 
Fellowship, here are 3 easy ways to help: 

1. Provide treats & juice and serve as 
host/hostess 

2. Provide treats & juice and the committee 
will serve for you 

3. Sponsor treats & juice ($30) and the 
committee will serve for you. 

If you are willing to help with Coffee 
Hour, simply do the following: 

1. Pick a date on the sign-up sheet 
2. Write in your name 
3. Put down your preference (see above) 

1, 2, or 3 



 

 

May 1
st

  Graduating Seniors Recognition (10:45) 
May 4

th
  WELCA Salad Luncheon 

May 4
th

  Baccalaureate (7:00pm) 
May 15

th
 Confirmation Sunday 

May 22
nd

  Summer Schedule Begins – Worship at 9am 
May 23

rd
 Lifeline Screening 

June 15
th

 WELCA Picnic & Bingo 
June 29-July 3    Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 
July 16-24 ASP Mission Trip 
 

PARISH VISITOR is the newsletter of 
Osseo Evangelical Lutheran Church 

50351 Harmony Street  
Osseo, WI  54758 

715-597-3213 
www.oelc.org † oelc@triwest.net 

Please join us for Sunday Worship  
 

Sundays 
8:15 & 10:45 

(9am beginning May 22nd) 
 

Wednesday Worship 
6:00pm 

(Last Wed. service until Fall – May 25th) 

  
 

Pastor: Terry Lorenz 
Associate Pastor: David Hoadley 

  

Our Mission at OELC: 
to share our faith and bring people 

 to Jesus Christ, 
to love our neighbors as ourselves,  

and to minister to the needs of ALL people. 
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